Resource Guide for NIH International Project Components  

Background
NIH has implemented new procedures for foreign components, as discussed in NOT-OD-25-155. Effective January 2026, proposals with foreign collaborators (subrecipients) must use the PF5 Funding Opportunity Announcement for grant applications, the UF5 Activity Code for cooperative agreements, or another complex mechanism activity code that supports international projects. 

Requirements for Foreign Entities
Under the new procedures, each foreign institute must have its own International Project Component (IPC), requiring the foreign entity to submit their own proposal documents in conjunction with the University’s proposal. An IPC will be a direct recipient from NIH and will not be considered a subaward of the University.  IPC proposal documents include:
· Research Strategy
· Budget
· Facilities and Other Resources
· Biosketches for non-U.S. key personnel
· Performance site details
· All other required attachments as identified in the funding opportunity. 

Foreign entities will be considered direct recipients of NIH and will need to ensure they have the following before NIH will issue an award:
· Full entity registration in SAM.gov, which must be maintained through the life of a federal award
· A Unique Entity Identifier (UEI), which is provided through SAM.gov registration
· A NCAGE Code
· eRA Commons Account
· Grants.gov registration

Foreign entities are also required to comply with all reporting requirements and submit the required reports directly to NIH. Reporting requirements include financial reports, progress reports (RPPR), any special reporting requirements as identified in the notice of award, and all closeout documents. 

Additionally, foreign entities will be required to comply with applicable requirements found in the NIH Grants Policy Statement (NIHGPS), and legislative mandates. 

Pre-Award Resources
The following resources can be provided to foreign collaborators to assist them in the application process:
· SAM.gov – Foreign collaborators under a PF5 award are required to have a full registration in SAM.gov, a partial registration is not valid for a PF5 applicant. The link provided indicates the required steps to establish a SAM.gov registration. Foreign entities need to be aware that this process can be time-consuming. Entities must renew their registration annually to maintain an active SAM.gov account. SAM.gov will provide the UEI to each entity. 
· NCAGE Code – Foreign entities must have an NCAGE Code and registration can be completed on the provided link. This link also provides resources to assist entities in the registration process.
· Grants.gov – Foreign entities must be registered in Grants.gov and will use the Workspace function to submit proposals to NIH. An entity must have obtained a UEI through SAM.gov before registering in Grants.gov
· NIH eRA Commons – Each foreign entity must have an organizational eRA Commons Account through NIH. Additionally, each senior/key personnel and other significant contributor listed on an NIH application must have their own active eRA Commons username. The NIH provides an “Understanding eRA Commons Accounts” website that provides additional information about individual eRA Commons accounts.  
· NIH Grants Process – This website provides an overview of the NIH grants process throughout the award lifecycle.
· NIH Grants Policy Statement – Chapter 2 of the NIH GPS indicates pre-award requirements for applicants and describes the NIH pre-award procedures.
· NIH How to Apply – Application Guide – The NIH Application Guide provides instructions on how to complete an NIH proposal. 



Post Award Resources
The following resources can be provided to assist foreign entities in complying with award requirements.
· NIH Grants Policy Statement – Chapters 3-19 of the NIH GPS identify the post award requirements for NIH recipients. Particular attention should be provided to the following chapters:
· Chapter 4 Public Policy Requirements – some public policy requirements will apply to foreign entities, and it is the responsibility of the recipient to comply with all applicable requirements.
· Chapter 6 Payment – this chapter explains the payment method for NIH grant recipients.
· Chapter 7 Cost Considerations – this chapter discusses the cost principles and Section 7.9 identifies the allowability of select items of cost for NIH awards.
· Chapter 8 Administrative Requirements – this chapter identifies the administrative requirements for NIH awards. Foreign entities should carefully review the following sections:
· Section 8.1 identifies prior approval requirements for NIH Awards
· Section 8.3 identifies requirements for financial management, property management, and procurement systems.
· Section 8.4 identifies reporting requirements and record retention obligations. 
· Section 8.7 explains the closeout requirements for NIH awards. 
· Chapters 9-19 are requirements for specific NIH grant programs and likely will not be applicable to most foreign collaborators under the PF5 activity code.
· Legislative Mandates – The legislative mandates identify additional requirements for NIH awards. Particular attention should be provided to the requirements governing salary limitation, anti-harassment, anti-lobbying, acknowledgement of federal funding, restrictions on dissemination of false or misleading information,  restriction of pornography on computer networks, and restrictions on distribution on sterile needles. 
· Notices of NIH Policy Changes – This website identifies policy changes from NIH. These policy changes may not be reflected in the NIH GPS but are applicable to both the pre-award and post award.
· NIH Welcome Wagon Letter – Information for New Recipient Organizations – This website provides an overview of NIH procedures and requirements for new recipient organizations. Please note, any reference to 45 CFR 75 is outdated and the applicable citation is now 2 CFR 300.  
· NIH Reporting Requirements– This website provides an overview of NIH reporting requirements, including financial reports, progress reports (RPPR), and invention reports. 

In addition to the provided resources, foreign entities may also want to visit the NIH YouTube channel that provides a multitude of videos from NIH staff. These videos cover all aspects of the grants lifecycle at NIH. 
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