
The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) maintains oversight review for 
federally mandated rules and regulations with regard to animal research, ethics, misconduct and 
biomedical research for the University of Colorado Denver | Anschutz Medical Campus (CU
Denver | Anschutz).

o

o

o PR2 and RC-1/R2/AHSB: The distance between PR2 and the primary facilities is a 
15 min walk outside where conditions may be extreme. PI transport of animals to 
PR2 is discouraged. Routine transfer is available to PR2 by OLAR staff.  

o

Subject: Animal Transportation 

Source:  Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) 
Effective Date:  05/13/2024 
Replaces:  08/14/2023 
Applies to:  Personnel involved in Research or teaching studies involving animals. 
Applies to:  Personnel involved in Research or teaching studies involving animals 
Reference: Animal Welfare Act; PHS Policy on Humane Care & Use of Laboratory  

Animals; Guide for the Care & Use of Laboratory Animals 



o A maximum of 3 adult mice or 1 dam and litter are allowed in a mouse transport 
container. 

o A maximum of 2 adult rats are allowed in a rat transport container.  

o

o

o

store the transport cart near the freight 
elevator(s) and

o

o

o

o
o

o

o
1 North



o
o  When leaving R2 or AHSB, u

o  Follow the directions above to the freight elevator for RC1 South. 

o

o
o

o

o

o

o



o Must be approved by the Biosafety Officer or their designee. The lab will provide a 
cart (if applicable) for movement from the animal facility, a hard-sided plastic 
container that latches shut and a separate black trash bag for each disposable 
transport container containing animals  that is to be moved. These items will be 
brought down the freight elevator and will be staged at the freight elevator lobby.  

o

o Within the BSC, place each individual transport container into its own black trash bag 
(provided by the lab). Each bag is then closed with a pig-tail knot.  

o Spray the outside of each bag with disinfectant (provided by OLAR). 
o Transport the bagged transport containers to the freight elevator lobby, spray down the 

outside of the container with disinfectant again and place in a secondary hard-sided plastic 
container that latches shut.  

o Ensure that the secondary transport container is labeled with a Biohazard label (provided 
by the facility).  

 via cart (if applicable). 
At no time during transport to the laboratory will the animals/cart be unattended 
and there will be no unscheduled stops between the vivarium and the procedure lab. 

o

o

For inter-institutional transport, the CU Denver |  Anschutz IACUC allows options:
o
o
o

The CU Denver | Anschutz IACUC discourages this method of 
transport to local and distant institutions for its own faculty and staff.



The CU Denver | Anschutz IACUC will not prohibit another 
institution's staff or faculty from transporting animals to/from CU 
Denver | Anschutz if a letter or memo from the institutions' IACUC is 
provided which acknowledges;

The non-CU Denver | Anschutz institution's IACUC

The non-CU Denver | Anschutz institution's IACUC takes
full responsibility for the animals during transport to/from 
CU Denver | Anschutz.
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